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INTELLIGENT DESIGN: REVOLUTION OR RELIGION?
(Reprinted from K-House eNews—August, 2001)

In the spring of 1998, the school board in Post Falls,
ID was forced to deal with the Creation-Evolution
controversy. Members of the community had requested that
"scientific creationism” be taught in the schools beside
evolutionary theories. The proposals created by these commu-
nity members contained only scientific information that
related to the age of the earth, the complexity of life and dis-
coveries that contradicted evolutionary models . They made
no request that the Biblical account of creation be taught, but
only that the evidence contradicting the common views of
evolutionary theory be made known to the students.

At one school board meeting, a lawyer stood up and
announced that if the school board voted in favor of
allowing scientific creationism to be taught in the science
classrooms, he would call the ACLU and bring a lawsuit
against the school district for violating the separation of
Church and State. Needless to say, the school district did not
put the proposal of the scientific creationists into practice.

In Kansas, Arkansas, Pennsylvania, Hawaii - all
across the United States, battles are being waged over this
issue. And, as in Post Falls, and as in the Hawaiian version of
the debate settled earlier this month, the advocates of evolu-
tion immediately jump on the science versus religion band
wagon.

Initially, this would seem justified. The majority of
the scientific world accepts evolutionary theory as well
documented, and tacitly accepts as fact the Darwinian model
of our origins. Those who insist that we are the product of
design are implying the existence of a Designer, who, of
course, could otherwise be known as "God" and therefore
would fall into the Religion category.

The situation is really not that simple. There are a
growing number of scientists, with doctorates from major
universities, who argue that living systems show great evi-
dence of design, regardless of what you want to call the
Designer. Many of these scientists are joining a movement
called Intelligent Design, and their books are largely
responsible for the trouble being caused in school districts
across the nation. These scientists come from a variety of
religious backgrounds, yet they all agree that descent with
modification is insufficient to account for the incredible
brilliance in engineering that we find in nature. They argue
that they can differentiate between something that happens by
chance and something that is purposely designed, and they can
do so using the scientific method.

Related Links:
-The Discovery Institute - http://www.discovery.org

Science has already been used to prove the existence
of design, even when the designer is absent. Crime investigators
constantly infer intelligent design when working on a case.
They consider homicide when they find a man at the bottom of
the harbor with his feet encased in concrete and his hands tied
behind his back. They are justified in ruling out 'accidental
death’ right away from those simple observations. They may not
know the identity of the murderer yet, but they are justified in
investigating with the consideration that 'somebody did it'.

A tree fallen over a river is very different from the
Golden Gate Bridge. A rock rolling down hill is very different
from a Ferrari engine. We do much of this separating chance
from design by intuition, but the scientists who advocate
Intelligent Design are working to systematize the process by
which we are able to make a decision between chance and de-
sign, between accident and purpose.

Many evolutionists have been quick to dismiss the
Intelligent Design movement as old-style religious
creationism dressed up in scientific suits, and much of the me-
dia has gone along with that interpretation of the situation.
However, they are being extremely simplistic when they do so.

Any time the question of origins is raised, there are
going to be religious implications. The questions, "Where did I
come from?" "Why am I here?" are religious questions, and
questions for which both Darwinism and Intelligent Design
have implied or well-stated answers. Here is where religion and
science cannot avoid one another. Evolution is not on one side,
and Creation is not on the other. Science can be used to back
either side, and both sides produce potentially religious conclu-
sions. Intelligent Design does indeed imply a Designer. Evolu-
tion implies no need for a Designer. Evolutionists try hard to
deny that the theory promotes atheism, and indeed, there are
many theologians who are convinced theists and convinced
evolutionists. This does not negate the fact that thousands have
Jost faith in God due to the promotion of evolution theory in our
society.

There is no wonder the discussion creates such con-
troversy. Two inherently conflicting world views are colliding.
Humanism clashes with Theism. Survival of the Fittest fights
Love Thy Neighbor. The Philosophy of Naturalism is resisting
the idea that there may be more to the world than our eyes can
see. And the idea that maybe that Something leaves marks.

-Ed board Rejects Bible As Science - Honolulu Star-Bulletin http://starbulletin.com/2001/08/03/news/story1.html
-Institute of Creation Research's List of Creation Scientists - ICR.org http://www.icr.org/creationscientists.html
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more UFO folklore?

It was a cold November night. winter was
starting to set in. This was the night I
saw “the 1ight.”

I was a student at uw-Stout, living most of
my hours in the Applied Arts building.

once and a while I would go home to rest.

A few weeks prior to that night, I went on
a quest to find a book, Transformation, by
whitley Strieber. As a child, I was
fascinated with UFOs and aliens. I watched
star Trek, and Doctor who...and the
classic, 2001 Space odyssey. 1 Tloved
Sci-Fi. Being now a college student
of 4 years, I was starting to question
everything around me. I was starting
to dig more into the whole UFO scene.
I was really hooked on Strieber’s book
about his account of interacting with
aliens at his home in Upstate New
vork. As I read the pages of this
horrifying book, I was interested in
the possibility of alien 1life forms in
our universe visiting us.

on the evening of November 11th,1993,
I was laying on my bed, looking at my
fish tank, thinking about all this stuff.
All of a sudden, in a flash, a bright white
1ight flooded the room. It seemed to come
from outside my window. I don’t remember
being too bothered about it at that
moment...I tried to figure out if it was a
car headlight or floodlight. I observed
cars turning the corner by my house, but
being on the second floor, their headlights
would have never directly shone into the
room. I didn't have a balcony so that
ruled out any of my friends playing games
with me. The one thing that stood out was
that the Tight was so intense that it
bathed the entire room with light...it came
and went in an instant. Again, I didn't
seem to be too concerned. I fell asleep
after that. Later, at 8:00pm, I went down-
stairs to take a shower. Upon coming out
of the bathroom, two of my roommates came
in the house. They asked me what was going
on with my room. As they drove into the
driveway, they saw a bright 1ight shine
into my room window. They explained it as
afbright light shining in my room from out
)

nowhere. Two other roommates later
explained to me that they saw similar

Tights shine in different windows on
the first floor...whether those Tights
were related or not, I don’t know.
Needless to say, I was a bit concerned
after also hearing this from my
roommates. A couple days later, I was
at a house party, in The Church for
those of you who are locals. I ran
into a friend there that I had spoken
with in the past about UFO related
subjects. He had, at one time, openly
told me about his experiences with
aliens. He
shared with
e numerous
errifying

' accounts of
their
involvement

- with him.
well, I told

*, : .
confidence

he told me that the “Grays” were
observing me...he spoke of them as
being somewhat annoying, drone-like

creatures. He knew of several types
of aliens...the “Nordic,” “Grays,” the
“Orange.”

well, you could say I was pretty
scared. I was curious about aliens,
but didn't want to know tA7s much
about them! After all, I was just a
good old boy from rural Minnesota..this
stuff’s sort of out there!

Two months later, it was “J-Term” and
I was headed back home to my folks in
Minnesota. Ever since the meeting
with my friend, and the revelation
that I was being “observed,” I had
been a little jumpy. I was not really
enjoying the whole alien/UFO
phenomenon any more. As I was
traveling home, I remember feeling
terrified. It seemed like these
aliens were in the back of my Datsun
pickup. I was thinking that even if I
was encased in a concrete box, 100
feet under the earth’s surface, I was




not safe...somehow they would get me.

help...surely, I would be safe at home?

Transformation.

this point.

I thought that going home to my folks would

S My “vacation” at home was spent reading
I was up just about every night.

: : 2 i one night I thought for sure I
heard something walking in the snow outside of my window, making groaning noises. One
night, I thought I saw the sliver of an alien head in the 1living room picture

window. ..could have been hallucinating, I don’t know, but I was definitely afraid at

Then finally, after not sleeping again, I decided to cry out to

Jesus...I wasn’t too concerned about other “paths” to God at
this point...were talking Jesus from Sunday school!

Immediately, the fear went away. I had great peace. I
thought to myself, wow, they must know who Jesus is! At

this point, I started seeing this whole thing as be-
ing spiritual and not interplanetary.

C t why would
aliens from zZeta Reticuli care about Jesus from
sunday School unless he was a real threat?
Hmmm .

There are hundreds if not thousands of
people who see these “Tlights” along

with UFOs and aliens.

percent
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A recent
study by the Gallop Pole states 72

fﬁﬁ
Oof Americans
believe 1in
48 percent
percent

(GalTup

e
AN
e extraterrestrial Tife;
e believe in UFOs and 15

believe they have seen a UFO.

Polls done in 1991 and 1996). oOther reports
show that 2-3 percent believe they have been abducted by
aliens! on top of that 12 of our astronauts have reported
seeing UFOs while in flight. I believe 1its source is
spiritual and demonic.

It’s interesting that one of the
foremost UFO researchers, Dr. Jacques vallee, believes this

phenomena is not born from aliens coming from other galaxies
to visit our world...he states, “I do not believe anymore
that UFOs are simply the spacecraft of some race of
extraterrestrial visitors. This notion is too simplistic to
explain their appearance, the frequency of their
manifestations throughout recorded history, and the
structure of the information exchanged with them during
contact.” (vallee, Confrontations, pg. 89)

_ Many UFO
researchers have found that there is a close tie between
the occult world and UFOs. (John Ankerberg,

The Facts on
UFO’s and oOther Supernatural Phenomona, pg.27)

The Bible says, “for Ssatan himself is transformed into an
angel of 1ight.”

I believe that he will use anything he
can to distract you from the true and Tiving God.

Jesus
said, “I am the J77ight of the world” and “the way, the
truth, and the Tife.” If you are involved in this type of
activity there is a way out.

- If you are not a Christian,
aliens should be the Teast of your concern right now.
You need to be saved.

5 If it’s not aliens, it’s going to
be some other distraction.

There is a satanic force
working hard to persuade the world through many methods

that Jesus Christ is not the only way to eternal Tife.
The primary alien “message” 1is that which changes what
the Bible says about Jesus. If you believe what the
Bible teaches, that His death on the cross is payment
for your sins, and know that you are not “good” and have
no way to be right with God in your own strength, ask
Him to save you. He wants you to be with Him forever.



> Do you know where you are going when you die, and why?
v g word from the students and staff @ UW*Stout
Shawn Yes, because the Bible says so.
ljeremyj Hopefully, heaven because I have been a good boy.
Yes, the hood of someone’s car because cars are gas guzzling machines
Andy : i
and one will probably hit me.
Heaven or some sort of after life because it is what I was taught and how I
Sarah was raised. '
[ Michelle Yes, to heaven because I believe in God.
Leslie (Yes, because it was supposed to happen that way.
I don’t think we really go anywhere. I think once you’re dead you’re
really dead. I took a lot of biology courses and read up on evolution. I
Andrea believe in faith and there’s a spirit that makes things alive and I think we
have a soul which is feelings and love for each other. But I think once
Lwe’re dead we decay and we don’t go anywhere.
Manny Yes, to heaven by hearing God’s Word and applying it to my life. “
? Apaulo Yes, because at 15, I accepted Christ as my personal Savior.

The truth is that 10 out 10 people die. Let's face it, the odds are against ya. It
is of extreme importance that you know where you are going after you die. Do
you really want to just live for 80 years or fewer on this earth and then just rot
in a grave? Come on, really, there's so much more than that available to you.
The truth is that no one is just going to rot in the grave. Find a bible and tum
to the book of Genesis. God created man in His image because he wanted to
have a personal relationship with man. Adam and Eve had a perfect relation-
ship with the Lord until they disobeyed God; they ate the fruit that they were
told not to eat after being tempted by the serpent (Satan). They sinned and
this sin separated them from their perfect God. God had a great planto
restore the relationship of sinful man to Himself, though. He sent His one and
only Son Jesus Christ into this world to pay for.our sins by dying a horrible
death on a cross. The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that He gave
His one and only Son and whoever believes in Him will not perish but will

have etemal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through Him. Whoever believes in Him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already be-
catise he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Sen (John
3:16-18). What this means is that those who believe in Jesus and ask Him
into their hearts will be forgiven, will get to have a personal relationship with
Him. and will go to the place where God is->heaven {no more sin, no more
tears). Those who harden their hearts against God and choose not to believe
in Jesus will go to the place where Satan will be forever->hell {weeping and
gnashing of teeth and eternal separation from God). God loves you perfectly,
has great plans for you, and wants to spend etemity with you, Satan hates
you and doesn’t want you to know Jesus. You do have the choice. Choose

this day. E



T ————— " f— ——— T T—— S T o — T T T T T o — T —— ———— - o— g

z |
g |
3 |
n |
® 1
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
o,
1o

Addresss

Check this box to receive
your own study bible
(How to Find God) for
free

o

Check this box to receive
more info about Street
Level Ministries

o

Mail to: Street Level Ministries
621 Wilson Avenue
Menomonie, WI 54751

B e s e o s v — —— — ——— V——— p—— — T — - = —— —" — — " W— o~ — o - " - - w— — V—_ — o~ -~ o— —" -, - - o m—-——— oo o




A,

9:30 am

‘ BEEP..BEEP..beepBEEP..beepBEEPbeep... Isn't it wonderful opening your eyes to the cho-
 rus of alarms echoing through the dorm halls of UW-STOUT? Ah yes, this /s home. Rise and
shine!

i “Lord..I thank you (yawn) for this day that you have given me. May you use me to accomplish
your will and not my own. Amen.”

Time to hit the Psalms, throw on some clothes and head to class (I'm sure some of you might think something is
missing here. But hey, I'm a guy. Showers can always wait).

10:10 am

Calculus and Analytical Geometry II: is this why I came to STOUT? There has to be silver lining to this dark
cloud. T guess I should just put a smile on my face and in my heart and tough it out. After all, if I sit in the
front row with my florescent neon Jesus T-shirt and actually stay awake for the entire eighty-five minutes, no
one in that room (including the teacher) will be able to deny the power of God right?

12:39 pm

T'm having lunch with my dorm neighbor (You know..one of those culprits from the 9:30
am alarm clock symphony.) Let's call him "Fred"” for now. Anyway, he's just opened up
to
me concerning his girlfriend and their relationship. (Why he's talking to me about
this, T have no idea)) Well, being put on the spot I don't really know what to say. I ;
begin to share using a verse God had given me in my morning devotion.

“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it: except the
Lord keep the city, the watchmen waketh but in vain.” Psalms 127:1

T guess this verse is basically saying that worrying is a waist of our effort be-
cause GOD is building our individual lives. And not only that, GOD is keeping our §
relations with others as well. He is doing all this according to His will, not our
efforts.

“Fred" smiled, thanked me, and headed to class. I really don't know if he was just “being polite” or if he was
really comforted. In any case, I hope God is blessing him.

In retrospect, it's kinda scary (in a cool way) being used by God to share the Word. I guess living for Jesus
sometimes involves more than just wearing a Jesus T-shirt. Yikes, is that a hint of conviction knockin' on the
doors of my heart?

3:35 pm

Class is over for the day! I had a heck of a tough afternoon suffering through my Relaxation and Wellness
classes. Hey, no pain no gain!
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GREAT SEARCH ENGINE
WWW.DOGPILE.COM

WER SITES

WWW.
AMUSTARDSEED.COM

WWW.
GRASSROOTSMUSIC.COM

WWW.
CHRISTIANBOOK.COM

WWW.TOOLBOOTH.ORG

WWW.DIAMANTE.COM

TN DRIVING RANGE

CALVARY CHAPEL BOOKSTORE

621 WILSON AVENUE
MENOMONIE, Wi
1-T15-235-9200

CHIPPEWA'S CHRISTIAN BOOK

207 NBRIDGE STREET
CHIPPEWA, WI
1-715-738-9953

CORNERSTONE CHRISTIAN
CIFTS 224 MAIN STREET
STILLWATER, Wi
1-651-429-4062

THE DREAMCOAT CAFE
215 . MAIN STREET
STILLWATER, MN
1-651-420-0615

CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE
206 BUSH STREET

RED WING, MN
1-651-388-7801

n Pillar
4 Above Flicker Records

t Rap Core music that’s climbing the

¢ charts. Playing music that’s some-
where between Limp Bizkit and
P.O.D. Strong unapologetic lyrics
hat proclaim God and refuse to back
down.

www.pillarmusic.com

Jennifer Knapp
Lay it down Gotee Records

Building on her 1st album
Knapp holds true to her rootsy
bluesy rock style with passionate
vocals singing about reality and
| truth.
www.jenniferknapp.com

 Waterdeep & 100 Portraits
Enter the Worship Circle

Organic and natural worship with
acoustic guitars and various forms of
perscussion (goat toes on a cookie
sheet?) Released first in 1999 to a very

. enthusiastic audience, this recording has
broken all the sales records at
www.GrassrootsMusic.com
www.waterdeep.com and
www.100portraits.com

Mitch McVicker

Chasing the Horizon Out of the Box Records

Folk rock rhythms and warm Tom
Pettyish vocals compliment the lyrics of
the reality of life, having faith and lov-
ing with reckless abandon.

“ Simply because it’s all about Jesus.

Only Jesus can save us from our own
little worlds....” mitch

www.mitchmecvicker.com

Mitch pictures Copyright Out of the Box Inc. 2001
Copyright danlnet.com 2001

Check ocut these bands on 101.1 fm-evomonie .

l.ocel Fav's

Big Fat Jam
Mora, MN

Authentic 70’s Groove Rock

“playing our fat jams anywhere
we can and bringing the life-
changing message of Christ
wherever we go” BFJ

Golden Valley, MN

Pure Old Skool Punk

Just released their 1st cd but they
already have a huge fan base all
over MN and WI. They have a
very tight sound and

Jesus Punk lyrics

www.angryatom.com



"Steiger International is dedicated to bringing the love of Jesus Christ to the

arkest corners of secular society and to discipling the global youth culture.”

. Steiger's ministries have multiplied to include facilitating church planting in

Siberia, Poland and Holland, as well as annual Jesus Camps (Bible camps) in
Europe, evangelistic tours for a number of new ministry bands and a house for

' he destitute in Delhi, India, appropriately dubbed "The Delhi House."

Last year the Delhi House touched the lives of hundreds of young men on the

streets of Delhi, many of them were admitted to hospitals, two hundred of

. them passed through the home. They all had a common history; loneliness,
abuse, poverty, sickness, a deep hurt, loss of dignity, illiteracy, a meaning-
less life. Many came to the home more dead than alive. Most of them left with health, a will to live, and a relationship
with Jesus. The experiences of the last few years of ministry at the Delhi House, show us again the existing need of
the destitute of Delhi. Most of them are still
young but crushed in spirit. The following are selected entries from one Tony "the walrus” who runs the Delhi House
medical clinic in the heart of Old Delhi;
THE MISSION.

I came to Delhi two years ago to help Ton Snellart out at Delhi House, he had been picking wasted dying destitute people
up from the streets of Delhi and taking care of them in his home that he set up for this purpose. When | came here and
saw for myself what he was doing and what a difference it was making for those people, I knew | couldn't just leave.
What is happening here is unforgettable and life changing, so I decided to stay. The house soon filled up and the three
rooms that were meant to hold 16 people now house 25 to 30, we also got a lot of seriously ill people that needed constant
attention so it became a full time job just being there, and getting people to the hospital, doing bandages and every-
thing else that it involved.
It concerned us that we could not get to the streets as much as before because we knew that each day there are people
that are dying on the streets and need help so we decided to rent a room in the destitute, and drug addicted infested
area of Jumna Bazaar. We found the perfect place, a room, a Hindu temple on the banks of the Jumna river just a stones
throw away from the new Jumna flyover bridge where we found most of the near dead patients.
I moved in there almost one year ago and am able to be there on daily basis, often I find people when I'm just going on a
small errand to buy some milk or vegetables, people can always come to us too if they need

; : a simple, dressing or are very sick.
We don’t have a doctor, but | have become quite good at
doing dressings and diagnosing tuberculosis. When some-
one is in need of hospital admittance, then it helps a lot
f a foreigner is there to attend to them and make sure
they get the treatment they need. Sometimes the guys
- we find are in such a poor condition that the hospitals
will not admit them, they only take in people they
think have some hope for survival so we take care of
those ones in the rescue center as best we can, often
. despite the doctors assessment they do survive and even
recover with good health.
$o our main mission for the rescue center is to pick up
he most desperate cmd needful people, you can usually find them by the amount
of fly's that are surrounding them, wash them, care of any immediate needs, get them medical help and when in a stable
condition they are moved to Delhi house for rehabilitation and counseling.
Tony ..( the walrus)




The Purit ed to the New World fleeing reli-
gious persecut v ly to manifest the same thing on this
continent. Professing to know God and His will, yet disre-
garding scripture like Matt. 22:36-40; "Teacher, which is
the great commandment in the law?" Jesus said to him, ™
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all
your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like it: ' You shall
love your neighbor : yourself. On this two command-
ments hang all ¢ and the Prophets."

Or Romans 12:18 I it is possible, as much as depends on
you, live peace:* with all men.” Because of their lack of
understandi; native peoples, they mistook the dancmg
and singing they saw and heard as ceremonies to the en-
emy.

Thus began hund f years of struggle and persecution
for the native peopl Broken promises and treaties darken
the history of this permd of time, and religious persecution
is vividly etched in the minds of many natives. A pative
seldom, if ever, backed away or didn’t follow thro 1gh wi
what he said he would do. When : a proniise was made,
was like a blood covenant to a uatwe, and the native wi
not break the trust of his word, because he knew that all
that he could ever possess was his integrity. Time after
time treaties were made, only to be broken. Time after
time, natives would concede and give up more and 1ﬁ5;e,
only for the new treaty to be broken. Finally, beaten do
by disease, starvation, and guns did the natives concede to
give up more and live on "reservations' set-up and supplie
by the government. Only to face more disease and:sta
tion at the hands of the greedy government agents wh
supplied the people.

The whole time that these things were developing, the na
tives watched, and learned; that any god ho would do or
direct a people in the manner of the whites, w

thy of worship. They would not bow down to greed

things that cannot be possessed, or hate a man because he
was a man, or kill the old and the children. They would
have no part of the white man’s god, or his savior.

Do you see the problem here7 Hundreds
of years of atrocities in the ame of God

'shiny trinkets of gold or land
made of dirt. He has let His face shine
on those who would hear and receive
Jesus as presented in the Bible. He has
caused His truth to overwhelm the
memories of past clestructxon and fals
1dols ‘He has shown His heart in t

_ pages of the Bible and brough _comfort
 for the homeless.

The truth of God's Word has broken.
through stony hearts and revealed His
kindness and dispelled the lie that was
presented. He is reaching out to His lost
native children and asking them to re-
member who they are, but to give up
their anger over things that cannot be
changed. He's asking us to remember
here we came from, but not to let it
inder where we are going. He's asking
those who have found Him to share His

truth with His native children and fill
_ the space that has separated Native

Amc icans from the white man. He is
asking native Christians and pastors to
stand...between two worlds.

For more history of native peoples, check these out:

The Native Americans. 6 tape video series

500 Nations. 8 tape video series (recommended/unbiased)

Both tape series are available at the public library in Menomonie.

Or websites for more info:
Indian Life.org

AIBM2000.com (American Indian Bible Ministries)
WICONIRESOURCES.SAFESHOPPER.com (Native Christian Resources)
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This movie was a :
real treat for sci- Art
ence fiction fans. It '
is rated PG-13 for
mild sexual content
and depicting
abandonment
catised some confusi n
from the ctdver-

f‘lcmcl : Intelligence

like David we all want to be
loved by someone. For some it

) : |t is the might be a sexual relationship,

in android bOV David a close friend, or even a parent

he first prototype of a (like David). What everyone

_new line of robots created with really needs is a relationship
the ability to love. He is given to with the true and living God.
a family whose son was in a coma. The problem is that we all are

At first David just roams around
the house curious and kind of an-
noying to Monica, his surrogate
mother. Hns Iove has to be turned on,;;

desperately wicked. We have
no right to call ourselves real

he came to earth,
irgin, he became

brat. Afteracou le near accidents, David is human. When | was a child 1
seen as threat to their safety and to the life’ thought it would be so cool if |
of the real son.  The family has to get rid of could give one of my toys real
David. They are told that they can't return life. The only way to do thls
him to the factory once his impulse to love has would be to become a to Z’rny—

been turned on. He would be destroyed. The self. This is what God h

most disturbing part of the story is when Monica for us. He became on
takes him to the forest, with the pretense of having be the way for s ke
a picnic, then abandons him there with his super
toy, a robotic teddy bear.

Davi d deCIdes that if he could become a real boy then
he could wi n the love of his surrogate mother. So he
sets out on urney to find someone ‘who mlght be able

takes him to the end of the eart
extinction. his Iove The message just has
to travel far enough to reach

. Just your heart.
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We are all, in essence, looking for love and ac
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:‘::tcte:l asks, do you really ac-
cepey e m?ssage that God is head
“eer eels in love with you? I be-
- :e that this question is at the
e of o_u_r ability to mature and
‘g::w spiritually. If in our hearts
o :sea;lsly don’t believe that God
il as we a_re, if we are still
e _by the lie that we can d
something to make God love uso

more, we ar = -
e rejecting th
e -
sage of the cross. mes

Brennan Manning pg. 165

The Ragamuffin Gospel

| recently read @ book called The Ragamuffin
Gospel by Brennan Manning. It was recom-
mended to me by a close friend, so 1 was looking
forward to reading it and doing a book review
onit. What 1 got out of it, though, was so much
more than a ook review.

The author begins the book by describing who it
is for:

It is for the sorely purdened who are
still shifting the heavy suitcase from
one hand to the other.

It is for the inconsistent, unsteady disci-
ples whose cheese is falling off their
cracker.

It is for poor, weak, sinful men and
women with hereditary faults and
limited talents.

It is for the bent and bruised who feel
that their lives are @ grave disap-
pointment to God.

it is for smart people who know they
are stupid and honest disciples who
admit they are scalawags.

So, obviously, this is not your ordinary “Christian
Living" reading material. The entire book is
about God's grace. But what makes this book so
different is its focus on applying God's wonderful
grace in our day-to-day lives. The book has an
honesty to it that is extremely rare in books in the
“InspirationlChristian Living"” category. It's not
written with fancy words, lofty ideas, or stern
directives, but with the simple, honest language
of a man whose life has been gripped by God's
unconditional love.

Manning begins the book by describing what
grace is not and the dejected, downtrodden state
that «do-it-yourself” spirituality produces. He
talks about our distorted view of a conditional
God where the emphasis is on what we do rather
than on what God is doing or, rather, has done.
He moves on chapter-by-chclpter, comparing
and contrasting mindsets or practices we have
concerning grace versus the truth in God's Word.

This book is 11 chapters jam-pached full of great
newd This book changed my life! Ever since |
finished reading it, | can't stop remembering and
reminding myself: GOD LOVES ME! Mannind

uit [grace] is not essentially a philosophy of love
but a love offair; it is not keeping rules with
clenched fists but receiving a gift with open
hands.” Read it! Then read it again and again!
Read about how much GOD LOVES YOU!

ends the book with a bold, yet tender statement:

it is not keeping rules with clenched fists but receiving a gift with open hands.-Pg. 214

..it [grace] is not essentially a philosophy of love but a love affair; i
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Just over. 500 years ago a New World was "discovered."
Although already populated the land was abounding in
wildlife and fresh water streams ran cool and clear.
Hardwood forests sprawled along the ocean beaches and
fish teamed in the clear lakes that dotted the country-
side. Into thls God made utopia came the first men from
across the water. They surveyed the land and saw that it
was good to have, ahdésaid to one another, "The LORD
has provided us with a great bounty, we shall live here."
They set about making for themselves homes and.. .oh...
‘did I mention that the land was already populated? Easy
to forget when you look atall the cool stuff that was
there that nobody had claimed, or was it really free for
the taking?

This "New World" wasn't wide open, and godless hea-
thens didn't people it. 10 million men, women and
children called this land home, and understood that The
Creator had given this place to t These people had
many languages, traditions and unities scattered
throughout North Americ diversity of lifestyles
ranged from nomadic hun ‘r/ gatherer communities to
farmers with advanced irriga n systems and knowl-
edgeable crop rotation. There were even democratic
societies and vast trade routes estabhshed creating stabi-
lized regions with healthy communities where all the
people prospered and peace was established so the Chll
dren would not know war.

The people I speak of were first called Indians by mis-
guided and lost explorers, and then heathens and god
less savages by misguided and unlearned missionaries
and settlers. They were Navajo, Shawnee, Apache;,

panoag, Cree, and many, many more. All strong and
proud, all different, some now extinct and we will. never
know them again. I prefer to be referred to asa Natwe
American and will refer to the first people on this conti-
nent as Natives for the completion of this article.

As mentioned earlier, the natives were not godless, but
had very elaborate ceremonies and religious systems es-
tablished that all centered around a Creator.

BETWEEN TWO WORLDS

‘own the land, he idea of owning the land to

. only for white men, or black men, or any
__one race of people; But God put His Word

tered. That is where this story takes a terri-

Qjibwa, Arapaho, Winnebago, Cherokee, Lakota, Wam-
_ Puritans set about to convert the indigenous

\prove to separate native and settler with
- suspicion, {feat, hate and bloodshed that has
stained the history of this country and the

The idea was that one Creator estab
the earth and gave it to the first man
gift to watch over and use as he saw fit, but
that he was responsible e did
and on the land. Bec
ple and different "nations
ent aspects, ceremonies and tradltlons in:

volved within the religion of the native peo-
ple. But the}i illjﬁndgrstoad that everything

a native seemed as fruitless as trying to hold
back the wind. Natives worshipped and
showed respect to The Creator, as they un-
derstood Him.

Biblically speaking, native religious ceremo-
nies were not Christcentered, but man
ceremonies did glorxfy The Creator a
traditions rec close &
the history in Genesi wever, there was
no knowledge of Jesus for the natlves. Lbe
lieve this is where the white man fmds his

place in this.

. Please don’t misunderstand me. Jesus is not

in the hands of those who came across the
water to share with any man they encoun-

ble twist. Prodded on by the idea that men
not knowing God's word were heathen, the

populatmn with the philosophy that the
e peoples would either convert or die.
great tragedy began to unfold that would

church forever.




The river is hot and black like boiling tar, there is a
@ small vegetable farm temporarily growing on the is~
land across from where is sit. Soon the monsoon will
wash it away. | can hear the motors, horns, and
bells of hundreds of scooters, cars and
bikes passing on the road above us, a
" baby crying, temple bells ringing and

distorted Hindi film music playing from a
variety of different players in the neighborhood. Pollution hangs in the air,
the sky is an unchanging gray. The fat man comes with his bag of sweets, he
doesn't say hello, his mind is elsewhere. He gravely walks among the various
images and statues of gods scattered around the temple dropping goodies
from his bag at each one, ringing the bell, kissing the thresh hold, mum-
bling some incoherent prayer. The duty is done, the last of the sweets are
tossed into the river along with the polythene bag they came in, he wad-
dles off to his scooter to join the endless flow of traffic going somewhere.
I live in a city, like most people....unlike most people, in a Hindu temple
and in my back room 3 or 4 sick guys lie dying. Young people that 1 |
found outside in my neighborhood. They trust me completely , that I will
make them better, I've become there savior. They call me doctor and god.
I don't make them any promises, how could I, an uneducated builder
from Hamilton, New Zealand! previously my most serious thought was
how to get enough money together so I could spend the next winter snowboarding. If they only
knew. | don't know the reason I'm still here after two years when I planned to stay just 6 months.
maybe that there aren't any worthy excuse's to leave. I know the guys are here and many more
waiting for salvation down the street. We share an existence, helping each other to breath
(sometimes literally with a respirator in a hospital emergency room). I try to help them and they
give me a reason to live...... we heep a balance.
Today I got up late it is 7am and the noise of the day has risen to levels that make a silent conver-
sation with my creator impossible (the ideal time is between 4 and 5 the only hours of near silence,
(I religiously manage to miss it). when I do get to it, conversation is not really what happens, it is
more like me with my face on the ground, trying to express something of myself, to
someone who knows everything about what I am unable to find words for. Frustrated
I sit and simply allow myself to be something that god seems to love intensely, a mo-
ment may arrive or may not. At 7:30 | walk down to the milk seller carrying the one
liter can. I pass Triloki in his usual place half asleep or high, folding his blanket that he
was given when he left Delhi house, a year has passed since the doctors told us he
‘ ; had two months to live. He feels
okay but living as he does and in~
fected with HIV, how long before
he's back with something new. The
milkman fills my tin and I give him
15 rupees. "look for a job today" I say to Triloki
as | pass again. He just smiles, free food hand-~
outs, a blanket, a pace to crawl under,... why
should |, he's probably thinking. Back to the
temple the Sadhu is busy cleaning as he has each
day for the past 15 years. | rouse the guys to start
breakfast and brew myself a coffee. a mo-
. ment to relax, read, plan and wait for the chaos to start.

e
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With tears streaming down her wrinkled face,
the 100-year-old woman watched, heartbro-
ken, as flames consumed the funeral pyre
holding the body of the last and dearest of her
friends.
A few months later, as the only one left of her gen-
eration, she saw the first team of native missionaries
reach her remote village.
That night she eagerly sat among the other villagers
to watch a film on the life of Jesus and to listen
with astonishment to a simple Gospel message. For
the very first time she and the other villagers heard
that through Jesus their sins could be forgiven.
Overwhelmed with the wonderful news about the
Savior and His love for her, the old woman joyfully
received Jesus. But through her tears of joy, she was
gripped with one question: “Why had no one come
sooner with this message? If only my friends and
family could have heard the Gospel at least once be-
fore they died, they might not have been lost for-

Nepal

‘The world’s only Hindu nation was rocked by the assassination of their ng
and members of the royal family. He was believed to be a reincarnation of the god
Vishnu. Though recent laws have allowed freedom of religion and Worshlp, it is still ofhi-

cially illegal to evangelize.

...nearlq a billion souls per{orm rituals and ]Jring sacrifices to more than )0 million deities..l

} The Bhutanese government recently closed down all
| churches in the capital city of Timphu and de-
ported two pastors from the country.

News items appeared in Send! Gospel for Asia July/August 2001



. My mind keeps returning to "Fred" and the questions he is facing. (Well..that is, in between every
. other cute girl that has walked by. That's right, even being a Jesus Freak doesn't cancel out the dis-
| tractions being dished out by the flesh). I guess we both need to rest in Jesus. Who else could fill
| our personal needs for a relationship and satisfy our spiritual intimacy?

No sign of "Fred.” (Maybe a shower before lunch would have been a good idea). Should I
have smiled more? Did I say the right verse?

“Except the Lord build..except the Lord keep..”

I guess I need to heed my own advice. After all, God is in control of building him, not me.
God is in control of the keeping all of us, not me. I simply need to do what God calls me
to do. I willrest in Him.

7:24 pm
A verse from the teacher just caught my attention:
"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.” I Peter 3:15

He's telling us that the 6reek word for “sanctify” really means "set apart” in the language of today. Hmm, I won-
der how many times I've read the word “sanctify” and didn't really know what it meant?

11:15 pm

The Bible study was great! I presumed that my "new found undersfundmg of the word sanctify would make all my
troubles go away, but the last few hours have been full of selfish de-
sires. My flesh keeps pounding away at my heart and against my spirit.
It is definitely time for an evening \ devotion. Lord knows I could use
some purgin’ by having His Word in \ _ my life.

"And we know that all things work . | together for good to them that
love God.."
Romans 8:28a

Everything? Even the fleshly de- ‘ sires these past two hours? Does
the verse really say ALL things? I truly do have rest in Jesus.

“Lord thank you for showing me - il your Word this day. Please let
me take it to heart, that I may ' - : | be used by you for whatever
(yawn) tomorrow holds...Amen"




Dear Neea-

How are ya, girl? Last week you told me someone told you that as a Christian, you did
not have enough faith and that was the reason why you were not healed from your physical ail-
ment. | know how much this upset you, and | want to personally apologize for the frustration
and confusion this caused you.

I just wanted to let you know some things that the bible says about faith and healing.
The Bible gives a definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1 “ Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen. “Our faith is that Jesus is the Son of God and that he died
and rose again for our sins. Romans 10:17 tells us, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God.” Our faith in Jesus Christ grows as we begin to read God’s word and come to
know him more. For example, I cannot see Jesus right now, but the Bible says that if | believe in
my heart that he died and rose again for my sins | am promised eternal life in heaven (John 3:16,
Romans 10:9).

Through faith Jesus also performed many miracles of healing (check out the 4 gospels,
and it is also seen in the book of Acts with the apostles (Acts 3:6, 5:16, 9:40, 19:11-12). God still
continues to heal people today, too. James 5:14 also instructs us, “Is there any sick among you?
Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord.”

There are some things that God will allow, though. In John chapter 9, Jesus and his
disciples passed a man who had been born blind since birth. When the disciples asked Jesus if this
man had been born blind as a result of sin, Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him” (John 9:3). Jesus also said in his
Sermon On The Mount in Matthew 5:45, “...for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”

There were also men in the bible who were full of faith that got sick. The apostle Paul
wrote to the Galatians in Galatians 4:13, "You know that because of my physical infirmity |
preached the gospel to you at the first.” Paul was also given a “thorn in his flesh” (2 Corinthians
12:7) and prayed three times that it would be removed. The Lord answered him, "My grace is suf-
ficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). Timothy was
called Paul’s “son in the faith”

(1 Timothy 1:2) yet in 1 Timothy 5:23 Paul tells Timothy “No longer drink only water, but use a
little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmities.” So, we see that these people
who were great servants of Jesus also suffered physically.

So, no matter what is happening here Jesus brings us a “peace that surpasses our under~
standing” (Philippians 4:7), and we are promised eternal life in heaven. “For we know that if our
earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:6).

The best thing you can do, Neea, is read the Bible for yourself and have your own per-
sonal relationship with God no matter what other people are saying. It's the Holy Spirit that
teaches us: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that | said to you” (John 14:26).

I hope to hear from you soon! I'm praying for ya!
Trusting Jesus,
Rayne




SAY WHAT?

A Conversation with Rich Mullins
The concepts of biblical parables come to life in everyday conversations, The following dialogue is often recounted in concert by Rich Mullins, who befriended a
man at a steak house while hiking along the Appalachian trail. As it was getting dark, the man, who we'll call John, offered Rich a ride back to his campsite.
As the truck pulled out of town, Rich's new friend spoke up.

John: | probably ought to tell you that I'm gay.
Rich: | probably ought to tell you that I'm a Christian.

John: Well, do you want to get out of the truck?

Rich: No. It's still getting dark, and my camp is still miles up the road.

John: But | thought Christians hated gays.

Rich: That's really weird. My understanding of what Christ told us was that Christians were to love. | didn't know there were a lot of parameters set on that.
John: I thought God hated gays.

Rich: That's funny, because | thought God is love, and He has no choice but to love because that is what He is.

John: Do you believe AIDS is God's punishment on gays?

Rich: Well possibly, in the same sense that presidents are God's punishment on voters. | mean there are consequences. We make choices, and there are natu-
ral consequences for those choices.

John: Will | go to hell for being gay?

Rich: [l was ready to go, "Well, yes, of course, you'll go to hell for being gay." But that was one of those moments when the Good News really impressed me.
What | heard myself say was...] No, of course you won't go to hell for being gay anymore than I would go to hell for being dishonest. The only reason anybody
ever went to hell was because they rejected the grace that God so longed to give them.

John: | grew up in church, and I've never heard anybody ever say that God loved me.

Rich: I think that of all the diseases in the world, the disease that all humankind suffers from, the disease that is most devastating to us is not AIDS, it's not glut-
tony, it's not cancer, it's not any of those things. Itis the disease that comes about because we live in ignorance of the wealth of love that God has for us.
What a great message we in the church have. It's relevant to people with AIDS and people without AIDS. It's relevant to homosexuals and to homophobes. It's
relevant to Republicans and Democrats, to abortionists and anti-abortionists. It's relevant across the board.

"Originally published in June of Youthworker Journal, copyright 1997, CCM Communications. Reprinted with permission.
For subscription information, call 800/769-7624."

THE GREAT NEWS

“This is REAL LOVE. It was not that we loved God, BUT THAT HE LOVED US and Sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins”
1John 4:10

“For GOD 50 LOVED the WORLD that He gave His only Son, SO THAT EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT DIE ETERNALLY BUT HAVE
ETERNAL LIFE IN HEAVEN" John 3:16

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn it but to save it.” John 3:17

“Jesus answered them, "Healthy people don't need a doctor-sick people do. | HAVE COME TO CALL ALL SINNERS TO TURN FROM THEIR SINS, not to
spend time with those who think they are already good enough.” Luke 5:30

“Therefore since WE HAVE BEEN MADE RIGHT IN GOD”S SIGHT BY FAITH IN JESUS TO SAVE US, we have peace with God.” Romans 5:1

“ L wiites this to you who believe in the Son of God; SO THAT YOU MAY KNOW THAT YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE’ 1 John 5:13 { 3 ‘




WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE?

The Wisdom Chance? Enchantment and Biblical Christianity
. up . "
of man? roll the dice) Religion?

FACT: Now after years of FACT: Chance is contingent on FACT: With the exception of FACT: The belief in the God of the Bible
teaching the theory of evolution | the influences of a particular Biblical Christianity, all religions has stood the test of time. Millions of lives
as reality, modern scientists situation and thus each situation are a human attempt to reach have been changed to prove His work.
have abandoned it for what differs one to the next. Just as god or some sort of spiritual Besides, what was it that happened 2001
they call the “intelligent design ~  in the lottery, chances of loss plateau. Christianity is God years ago that was so great that they
theory.” Which one is right? outweigh those fo win. reaching humankind. dedided fo gauge time by it?

Isn’t it time fo gef the truth?

Do you want a reason fo live?
: Have you ever read the Bible?

Monday Nights at 7pm
= ' in the Northwoods Room
[street level campus rendezvous af the UW-Sfout Sfudent Cenfer

=
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Oct. 12th Unified Front

loud
Weekly Hours: L
Study Schedule: Tues-Sat IOam-me 0 Nov. 2nd Jason Gay
Wednesday Tpm Sun Noon-4pm g w/Locust and Honey
the Underground study 3 (accoustic)
(7%
Thursday 7pm Nov. 16th Safellite Soul
the Most Excellent Way =~ (alternative)
X8
Come join us, won't you. 8- Dec. 7th TBA.
it =3 | | NO COVER EVER!
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Using OneWayRadio 101.1fm, with active ingredient X, to treat brainyuckosis DneWagRadID 101.1fm

brings long-lasting changes to your life by hindering the brains deviant ways of

thinking and fostering fresh new hopeful and peaceful thoughts and direction. X ( ANEA l Al _ )
will givo you the feeling and understanding that you have been born anew because, Zoneaway a[;adl : X ] 0] d ] mg
well, you have. X brings rapid relief of anguish due to screwupis-sintitus, with Active Ingredient X

Soma side-effects include: increased risk of heart change, immortalitosis,

alrong displeasure when being selfish, and strong periods of peacewithdeathuenza.

What is X?: X is a life giving ingredient, derived from JezuzChristx, not natural to the body.
Questions?: Seek counsel from the Great Physician.
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