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Earth to Mars...Do you copy?

paleontologist Simon Conway Morris told an international couference on astrobiology -
the study of extraterrestrial life - at NASA's Ames Research Center in "'I don't think
there is anything out there at all except ourselvesr"' British Mountain View early this
month." (Saint Paul Pioneer Press, Sunday, April 16, 2000, "Dreams of extraterrestrial
civilizations are fading ")

Mission to lv{ars? First Contact? The message rings out loud and clear that we are not
alone. The movie industry; "Mars Rock" finding; new planets found in our sky. ..SETI ctt Honrc
running on your PC...as we strive together to find intelligent life in the cosmos! Ironically. it
seems as though tlre experts are turning away from the idea that we are going to find intelligent
life eisewhere in our universe.

A recent couference at NASA's Ames Researrch Center in Mountain View, California,
hosting 700 astronomers, bioiogists, chernists, geologists and other researchers, r,vas organized
to discuss the big question...'hre we alone in this universe?". With the recent failure of the last
trvo missions to Mars, the feel of the conference was that of a more sober skepticism.

Though the movie industry portrays the reality that life is "out there", it seems the true
experts in the field are whistling to a different tune. Dan McCleese, Mars program scientist at
NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, stated that it was time to "tone down expectations...This
quest is likely to require a considerable number of decades of scientific exploration." With the
recent loss of the Mars orbiter and lander and the plan to bring back Martian soil with it's
possible evidence of iife, NASA must now wait for this data beyond the expected return of the
probe, slated for 2008, to no sooner than the next decade.

Most scientists now believe that the "Mars Rock" found in Antarctica a couple years
ago does not contain fossils of biological life, but rather the remains of chemical structures. In
fact, researchers have discovered how to "create" these same chemical markers in a laboratory
environment, rvhich was thought solely to be the markings of biological life.

University of Pennsylvania astronomer, Jarres Kasting, stated that Martian
temperatures might never have risen above 37 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit), which was too
cold for life, as we know it to survive. He stated that "We don't understand how to make earlv
Mars warm'in 

gub"rl", NASA-Ames scientist, suggested that the existence of liquid *ur., on
Mars was probably for a short time and in few locations, reducing even furlher the possibility
of life evolving to higher life forms.

It's interesting that out of the 34 planets that were just discovered, not one of these hot,
gas filled planets could ever sustain life. Alan Boss, a theoretical astrophysicist at the Carnegie
Institution of Washington, stated that "None of the systems found so far is consistent with
habitable planets,".

Peter Ward, geologist at the University of Washington, Seattle, stated that the chances
of finding primitive animais, not to mention intelligent beings with whom we can communicate



is probably srnall.
It's interesting that modern science now seems to be pointing to what the Bible has

declared fcr thousands ofyears...that this universe rvas designed to the very last detail. Recent
data retrieved b1' some of tlre world's greatest scientists on th" study of the ;,big bang,, theory and
the origin of the universe has pointed to a more biblical perspective on the origin of life. They
haYe concluded that the notion of evolution of man from ooze millions of yeui ago to modern
man seems inconsistent with recentiy discovered scientific evidence which pointslo intelligent
design. They norv hold to what is known as
the unthropic principle. Derived frorn the
Greek work anthropos, this theory states that
the universe is rnan-centered. David, in the Old
Testament asked God, ,,lf/hat is man that
Thou nrt mindful of Him,,(ps. t:4) and, it does
seem that God is rlindful of mankind. Crazy as
it may seem, it is quite possible that God
intended the universe to exist for us. It's
interesting thar with as much as God has to
inform man through the Scriptures, He forgoes
mention of any other intelligent life in our
universe, and if there is intelligent life out
there, rve rnost likely lvill never find it.

God has done everything possible to
rnake Hirnself real to you. He loves you and
has a plan just for you...He will give you a
purpose for your life other than having a family, getting a career and paying taxes. If you've been
running from the Creator, rest assured that He is patiently waiting, as any loving Father, with
al:rns open, ready to receive you. Jesus not only paid the penalty for the sin in -vour life...the very
sin you were born into and the sins you commit today, bui also Created you *i had a purpose in
mind for you that will reach into eternity. David, a man after God's owri heart, .u*r.d iiup
rvell'. ' " I amfeurfully and wontlerfutly made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well." Psalms 139:14, KJV. I challenge you to find out more about this loving
Creator wlio cared so much that He would die in your place. Jesus intends to blow your mind in
this world as you see His glory in rvhat was r.'eated, trut moreover in the eternal realm where
there will be the absence of the depravib, of this sin stained world. He truly is an awesome Godl
Get to know Himl

Sources:

1d*{ S. Boyd, 'Equmt of extraterrestrial civilizations are fading," Washington Bureau,
Saint Paul Pion."



Modem Day Folklore

in April, Skeet Level Spoken, a UW-Stout student organization hosted lecturer, Kent Hovind, re-

garding the controversy on the origins of life. Originally, Dr. Hovind was scheduled to debate a

university professor on the topic of Creation vs. Evolution. A fonnal invitation to debate Dr.
Hovind was sent to over 200 local university professors frorn UW-Stout, UW-Eau Claire, UW-

River Falls, and the U of M for anyone who held to the evolutionary
origins of life and felt equipped to stand behind it. NOT ONE per-
son agreed to defend evolution. Yet evolution is taught and

strongly adhered to in the many facets of higher education in our
universities. . . everything from Anthropology, Psychology to of
course, Biology.

Dr. Hovind presented factual, not speculative information
that leads to a Design/Creation perspective rather than Evolution.
He stated and evolutionist believes that the entire universe evolved
frorn nothing and how this explanation begs the question, "how can
something come from nolhing." Regarding the true definition of
science, Hovind states, " Science ureans knowledge gained by obser-

DNA: The Crtatnr'.s tlltrcprirx vation and experimentation. There is no observation of macro evo-
lution (organisms evobingfrom simpler to tlxore complicated liJb...

e.g."frogtoaman) Weonlyobservegreatdiversitywithinakind...suchasthevariationbetween
a Schnauzer and a Great Dane. He states that this process within a kind of animal, Micro-
evolution, is a variation that is predicted in the Bible.

Hovind commented regarding the Laws of Thermodynamics, "First, matter/energy cannot
be created or destroyed. If this is true, how did the universe come to be? There must be an origin
point outside of time, space, or matter, i.e. God. Second, any system r,vill tend to decay, becom-
ing unusable. Tliis indicates that there was a beginning. Nothing organizes itself. We can ob-
serve the winding down which means that if it is follorving the 2n0

lar,v, it had to have been greater at one point. Something(One) had

to set it in motion in the first place."
Hovind stated, "Both views require faith. Evoiution, how-

ever, requires much more faith as there is no evidence."
Hovirid is not an advocate of teaching only Creationism in

schools. He just doesn't want to see our taxes feeding education
that is based on something that is not scientific.

It is planned that Dr. Hovind r.vill being coming back to de-

bate next year...so ifyou know anyone out there that rnould stand

behind evolution, and would be interested in a debate, tell them
they have ayear to prepare!
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